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  SAMPLE LETTER
 BAN POLYSTYRENE IN YOUR SCHOOL!

 Send to: The School Board of your school
 Please send an additional copy to: Earth Resource Foundation, P.O. Box 12364, 
 Costa Mesa, CA  92627  Or email to info@earthresource.org
Dear School Board Members of 
                                         

  School District
[First paragraph – What you want them to do]

My name is 

 and I am a student of [school]. I am urging you to pass a policy to ban polystyrene (Styrofoam) from our school. Similar policies have been adopted at Saddleback Valley School District and Newport Harbor High School. City ordinances banning Styrofoam have also been passed by Santa Monica, Calabasas, Laguna Beach, Newport Beach and a number of other cities across the state and the country. 
The goal for this polystyrene ban is to:

Reduce the amount purchased and used: Does everyone need a straw? Do plastic utensils need to be wrapped in plastic?

Reuse products: the cost of transportation, purchasing disposables, and trash hauling outweighs the use of water and staff costs for reusables

Recycle and compost: close the loop by buying products made from recycled paper or plastic, which can then be recycled into the same product or composted to renew our soils

Choose one or two of the following:
· Polystyrene is one of the top three items found on our beaches. There is six times more plastic than plankton by weight in the Pacific Gyre (www.algalita.org). 86% of ocean trash is plastic. Polystyrene is made from natural gas and oil, which are nonrenewable resources.

· Polystyrene is very difficult to recycle, especially when contaminated with food. 25,000,000,000 styrofoam cups are thrown away each year! Styrofoam cups break down into smaller and smaller pieces, taking hundreds of years to biodegrade and making it very hard to pick up on our beaches. Less than 3% of all plastic is recycled.

· Over 1,000,000 birds and sea mammals die every year from plastic ingestion or entanglement. There are enough Chlorofluorocarons (CFCs) embedded in a single Styrofoam cooler to destroy all the ozone over an area the size of 20 football fields.

· As for health effects, styrene can mimic estrogen in the human body, possibly causing developmental defects and increased frequency of spontaneous abortions. The World Health Organization considers styrene to be a carcinogen. 

[Second paragraph – Explain the problem]
Polystyrene is one of the most numerous items the students have found on our school grounds, streets, rivers and beaches. Your help in keeping our beaches, marine wildlife and bodies free of polystyrene can make our school an environmentally responsible school. We understand the challenge of providing food in convenient, affordable and appealing containers which are not damaging to our environment, our health and our economy.
[Third paragraph – Summarize and add your own opinions]
THIS IS A MORAL QUESTION! We cannot find a product that is cheaper than polystyrene but we can find lots of products and Zero Waste processes that will save you money in purchasing, waste hauling and good public relations. Polystyrene has many hidden costs to our environment, health and communities – future generations are already paying the costs of the decisions we are making today.

Your signature 

Printed name

Full Address
Name of Your School
